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capital, of which General Niel presented him
with the keys at Gaeta ? Antonelli decided.
The Holy Father returned April 12, 1850, as,
in the witty language of the Romans, Pio Nono
the Second, to whom the idea of reform was a
dreain in the night that is past. A French
garrison occupied the city ; the Legations were
held by Austria. Charles Albert, abdicating,
had gone away to die in Portugal.

But in this tragic hour the makers of Italian
unity were found. A statesman, a king, and
a freebooter, wrought out this drama between
.them. The statesman was Cavour, the king
Victor Emmanuel, the freebooter Garibaldi.
And Piedmont, the Italian Macedon, was to
accomplish a design to the conception of
which Dante, Rienzi, Machiavelli, Csesar
Borgia, Napoleon, Manzoni, Gioberti, had in
their several ways given form and substance.
Manzoni, in 1836, had declared to Montalem-
bert that a united Italy under the House of
Savoy was the one solution. Gioberti, leaving
his Guelfism, had pointed to the same royal
house in expectation of its future expansion,
and proclaimed its leadership. The proverb
^an, " Savoy will eat up the Italian artichoke,
leaf by leaf." Gioberti was no great politi-
cian. But Cavour, who now took Piedmont
in hand, united policy with daring, and when